







21st September 2007

Dear taxi driver,

I am writing to you to inform you that a new Taxi Forum has been set up in Brighton & Hove called the Brighton Sudanese Taxi Forum which aims to combat racist and religiously motivated incidents and crimes against BME taxi drivers in the city. Although the Sudanese community have initiated this project, it is inclusive of all BME (Black & minority ethnic) drivers in the city who might experience racist and religiously motivated incidents and crimes against them while on duty.

The Brighton Sudanese Taxi Forum have been successful in raising funds to hold a conference with taxi drivers and to run a pilot project over six months which will gather information from BME drivers about incidents and will put in place some protective safety measures aimed at reducing the number of racist and religiously motivated incidents and crimes against BME drivers in the city. It is important to note that some of the proposed security measures will actually serve to improve the safety of all taxi drivers in the city regardless of ethnicity or religion.

The first stage of the project is for the Brighton Sudanese Taxi Forum to hold a conference with taxi drivers in Brighton & Hove to explain the pilot project, to find out what the current experiences of BME drivers are and to gather ideas about possible security measures which can be implemented.

The conference will take place on Tuesday 30th October 2007, 11.30am – 3.30pm, at St George’s Hall, 13 Court Farm Road, Hove. There is free parking on site and additional free parking on the surrounding streets. Light refreshments will available.

It is important for drivers to attend the conference from the beginning to the end, rather than just for part of it, to get the maximum benefit from the day. There will be invited guest speakers (including senior Police and Council Officers), questions & answer sessions and some workshops. This is a new project for Brighton & Hove and there will be learning shared from a similar successful project in Bristol.

Although this specific project is focussed on BME taxi drivers, all taxi drivers are welcome to attend this event and we hope to see you there.

Best wishes,

Martin Seymour

Hackney Carriage Officer

